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ILLEGAL CHARTER:
KNOW THE RISKS

WHAT IS ILLEGAL CHARTER?

“Illegal charter” means an unlicensed charter operation where the operator
does not hold an Air Operator Certificate (AOC) or applicable air carrier
certificate; the aircraft is private and payment is accepted for the flight.

WHY IT’S RISKIER
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LESS REGULATORY
OVERSIGHT

Private flights do not
have the same
rigorous commercial
safety oversight.

MAINTENANCE &
OPERATIONS

Licensed commercial
operators are subject
to defined standards
covering aircraft
maintenance, flight
operations and ground
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CREW TRAINING &
QUALIFICATIONS

Licensed operators
must meet regulatory
requirements for crew
experience,
qualifications and
recurrent training
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INSURANCE
EXPOSURE

Illegal charter may
void the operator’s
insurance and could
also affect passenger
life assurance.
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LEGAL & LIABILITY
EXPOSURE

Illegal operations can
create regulatory, civil /
criminal consequence;
non-standard leasing
can shift operational
accountability to the

/checks.
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Qperations.

: _ — e REAL-WORLD CONSEQUENCE

== 21 January 2019: Emiliano Sala and pilot David Ibbotson
died when an aircraft involved in an illegal charter
crashed in the English Channel. The ACA established 21
January as “Fly Legal Day” to raise awareness.
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HOW TO FLY LEGALLY

0 USE IT
&

e REPORT IT

The Air Charter
Association

Accredited Member

Use an accredited ACA
broker/member.

Verify the operator’s AOC,
Certificate of Airworthiness,
insurance and pilot
qualifications.
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If you suspect anillegal
charter, report it to the
ACA or relevant civil
aviation authority.
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