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UK Air Passenger Duty Guidance

Air Passenger Duty (APD) applies to passengers flying on business jets with a weight of 5.7 tonnes or more. The rates differ
according to a passenger’s class of travel and the distance of their journey

Air Passenger Duty (APD) rates for 2025 to 2026

As announced at Spring Budget 2024, the government will introduce legislation in Finance Bill 2024-25 to increase Air Passenger
Duty (APD) rates for 2025 to 2026.

The reduced rates for economy passengers will increase in line with RPI, rounded to the nearest pound. This means that domestic
and international short-haul economy rates will remain unchanged from 2024 to 2025. The standard and higher rates will be further
increased to help account for recent high inflation.

The tax information and impact note for this measure provides more information: Changes to Air Passenger Duty rates from 1 April
2025

Air Passenger Duty (APD) Rates for 2026 to 2027

As announced at Autumn Budget 2024, the government will introduce legislation in Finance Bill 2024-25 to increase Air Passenger
Duty (APD) rates for 2026 to 2027.

All rates will be increased by 13%, rounded to the nearest pound, to account in part for previous high inflation and to help maintain
the value of APD rates in real terms.

The higher rates that apply to larger private jets will increase by a further 50%. The new rates will apply from 1 April 2026. For the
tax year 2027 to 2028 and in subsequent years, APD rates will be rounded to the nearest penny.

In addition, a consultation on extending the scope of the higher rates to all private jets was published at Autumn Budget 2024.

The tax information and impact note for this measure provides more information: Changes to Air Passenger Duty rates from 1 April
2026
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APD Rates — 2025 and 2026 Changes

This table summarises the changes to Air Passenger Duty that have been agreed in Oct 2024:

Standard rate .
. Reduced rate Higher rate
Bands (distance (other than the lowest class of travel)

(lowest class of travel) (2)

in miles from (1)

London) From 01 From 01 Change From 01 | From 01 Change From 01 | From 01 Change
Apr 2025 | Apr 2026 Apr 2025 | Apr 2026 Apr 2025 | Apr 2026

Domestic band £7 £8 +£1 [ +14% £14 £16 +£2 [ +14% £84 £142 +£58 / +£69%
Band A (0 to £13 £15 +£2/+15% | £28 £32 +£4 | +14% £84 £142 | +£58/+£69%
2,000 miles)

Band B (2,001 £90 £102 | +£12/13% | £216 £244 | +£28/+13% | £647 £1.097 | +£450/+70%
to 5,500 miles)

Band C (over £94 £106 +£12 / 13% £224 £253 +£29 | +13% £673 £1,141 | +£468/+70%
5,500 miles)

(1) If any class of travel provides a seat pitch in excess of 1.016 metres (40 inches) the standard rate is the minimum rate that
applies.

(2) The higher rate applies to flights aboard fixed winged aircraft of 20 tonnes and above that are equipped to carry fewer than 19
passengers.
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Consultation for Reform of APD on Private Jets:

At present, the higher rate only applies to jets of 20 tonnes or more that are equipped to seat fewer than 19 passengers. Many private jets do
not meet this weight threshold, while some have more than 19 seats. The government’s proposal in this consultation to extend the scope of the
higher rate to all private jets would help to redress this imbalance. The government is seeking views on how best to extend the scope of the
higher rate to cover all private jets liable for APD, while mitigating any unintended consequences.

In order to set the revised scope of the APD higher rate, the government proposes defining private jets on the basis of flights (i) where tickets
are not issued to passengers, and/or (ii) that are not scheduled departures according to a published timetable. This is based on the
government’s understanding that, unlike commercial airlines, private jets do not issue tickets, seldom allocate seats and do not have a
scheduled service.

UK Government Consultation Responses

The ACA encourages all members to respond to the UK government Consultation — providing information where possible to support the
argument that the proposed further change to cover all Private Jets above 5.7 tonnes MTOW would have a significant negative impact on the
Air Charter Industry. Here is the link to the consultation information:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6724adea9d0d4a27787c6fca/Consultation - Reform of APD for private jets -
October 2024.pdf

Responses should be sent to airpassengerduty@hmtreasury.gov.uk before Tuesday 21 January 2025

The current and proposed APD treatment of private jets

Private Jet Number of Current APD Proposed
MTOW Passenger Treatment APD
Seats Treatment
a’ =57 tonnestc Any Reduced/standard Higher rate
<20 tonnes rate
=20 tonnes <19 Higher rate Higher rate

; I =20 tonnes =19 Reduced/standard Higher rate
rate



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6724adea9d0d4a27787c6fca/Consultation_-_Reform_of_APD_for_private_jets_-_October_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6724adea9d0d4a27787c6fca/Consultation_-_Reform_of_APD_for_private_jets_-_October_2024.pdf
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Aircraft Examples:
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With the change in APD rates and proposed removal of 20 tonne threshold here are some examples of the impact:

Aircraft Type

MTOW

Current
Treatment

Proposed
Treatment

Example of Change

2025 Cost
per pax

Proposed Cost
per pax

London to New York

Challenger 604

aircraft with less
than 19 seats.

London to Rome

Gulfstream . . (3450 miles) on a/c

G550 41,300 Kgs | Higher Rate Higher rate with less than 19 £647 £1,097
seats.
London to Cyprus

Bombardier 21,863 Kgs | Higher Rate Higher Rate (2,050 miles) on £216 £1,097

Citation CJ2

5,670 Kgs

Standard Rate

Standard Rate

London to Rome
(900 miles)

£28

Citation XLS 9,163 Kgs | Standard rate Higher Rate (900 miles) £28 £142
Bombardier . London to Rome
Learjet 75 9,752 Kgs | Standard rate Higher Rate (900 miles) £28 £142

£32

Citation
Mustang

3,921 Kgs

Standard Rate

Standard Rate

London to Rome
(900 miles)

£28

£32
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Exemptions to APD

There are a range of exemptions to APD, which could continue to apply under the extended higher rate. These include:

Children under 2 years of age travelling without a seat.

People with duties such as flight crews, cabin attendants, pilots, and those escorting a passenger or goods, undertaking repairs
or safety and security work, and preparing and handling of food and drink. This exemption applies provided these personnel are
travelling at the expense of the aircraft operator and continue to perform their duties on another flight within 72 hours of the flight
ending.

Passengers carried under a statutory obligation, including those refused admission to the UK and those on board to inspect the
aircraft or the crew, such as Civil Aviation Authority flight operations inspectors.

Transit passengers on an aeroplane that makes a stop en route and who do not change aeroplanes.
Passengers on connecting flights, whose initial flight is not departing a UK airport.

Passengers on emergency and public service flights, including: military flights, police, customs, search and rescue flights,
humanitarian flights, emergency medical flights, aeroplanes operated under a public service obligation, research and training
flights.

Passengers leaving from airports in the Scottish Highlands and Islands region.
Passengers on short pleasure flights, that last 60 minutes or less and begin and end at the same place.
Flights affected by unforeseen circumstances, such as bad weather or mechanical failure.

NATO visiting forces and NATO International Military Headquarters, if they are flying for official purposes.



